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D. Manuel's friendship when it was offered by Vasco da
Gama fifteen years before. He had been working for it ever
since. When Albuquerque returned from Aden, he found
the Samorin dead. " I am certain/' the Governor informs
D. Manuel, " his brother poisoned him. In all my letters I
told him that if he did so, then we could make peace." This
incitement to murder seems to have troubled Albuquerque's
conscience not at all; it is referred to by his admiring son
without apology, and accepted by the King without rebuke.
Sixteenth-century mentality is a little staggering at times.
It is true that as the heathen were supposed to go to hell
in any case, logically there could not be much harm in
urging them to crime!

Having dispatched his predecessor, the new Samorin ex-
pressed his desire to conclude peace on the Governor's own
terms. Albuquerque signified that such was his pleasure.
Not, as Albuquerque made clear, that Portugal had any need
of Calicut,* but in order to promote good feeling between
neighbours. For this altruistic end a fort was necessary, on
such a site as Albuquerque might select. A yearly tribute
consisting of half the harbour dues would pay for the expenses
of the garrison. Calicut must agree to supply all the spices
that Portugal might need, in exchange for merchandise of
every kind. Finally, the new ruler would make full com-
pensation for all the goods appropriated by his predecessor
at the time when the men left by Pedralvares Cabral were
murdered. The Samorin was happy to make peace at such
a price, and the treaty was signed.

Albuquerque was delighted to have brought Calicut to
heel. The Samorin was the richest and most powerful of all
the kings of Malabar, and his port had been the last refuge
of Moslem traders. Everything worth while along that coast
was now under the sway of Portugal.

An ambassador was sent from Calicut to Lisbon, and
Albuquerque entreated the King to make much of him in
honour of the new alliance. He seems a little apprehensive
lest D. Manuel should seal his official letter to the Samorin